























Civil Defence

46. As a further step towards implementation of an emergency organisation
the Secretary of State, after consultation with the Civil Defence Zone Controllers,
has temporarily appointed a Zone Fire Officer Designate for each of the two
Civil Defence Zones.

47. In the early part of the year an exercise on a large scale was carried through
in Glasgow to consider certain aspects of civil defence in the Western Zone.
A Fire Service study, which was originally staged during 1952 at the Fire Service
College for the instruction of Fire Service officers, was repeated as part of the

.. _programme and proved to be of very great interest and instructional value to a
large audience of those associated with the development of the various aspects
of civil defence in the country. The success of the study was largely due to the
assistance given by the Commandant and staff of the Fire Service College.

48. Scottish senior fire officers have attended another series of technical
study courses in emergency firefighting at the Fire Service College. The courses
were designed to provide opportunity for further study and discussion of the
problems which would face the Fire Service in the event of any future air attack

¢ n this country. Opportunity was also taken to inspect prototype forms of

"Emergency appliances and equipment which are due for issue to brigades for
training purposes. At the end of the year some of the appliances and equipment
had already been introduced into brigades.

49. Recruitment to the Auxiliary Fire Service, I regret to report, still presents a
major problem, despite every endeavour on the part of brigades to better the posi-
tion. An experimental system of door-to-door canvassing has been inaugurated
in two areas, but it is as yet too soon to estimate what results this may produce.

The strength of the Auxiliary Fire Service shows an increase for the year of
76 men and 66 women, the total strength at the end of the period being 604 men
and 346 women.

50. Although training in the Auxiliary Fire Service has continued at a con-
sistent rate, normal wastage and recruiting have resulted in only a slight increase
of the overall total of auxiliaries who have completed their basic training in
firefighting, the percentage being 459,. In the case of civil defence subjects
the percentage has fallen slightly to 169,.

51. Progress in training in civil defence subjects in the regular service has
been more consistent and the position is now that 82% of the whole-time
personnel and 439, of the part-time personnel have completed training. The
lesser figure for part-time personnel is explained by the difficulty in arranging
instruction in the more remote parts of the landward areas. Attention has
also been paid to rescue training and instruction in this subject has been intro-
duced in most brigades.

52. There is an adequacy of trained civil defence instructors in brigades for
present purposes. Further training at civil defence training centres has
continued, and during the year 2 officers attended the senior officers’ courses at
Sunningdale Civil Defence Staff College and 34 officers and other ranks the
Civil Defence School at Taymouth Castle. Local instruction for civil defence
instructors has also continued where convenient.

Appreciation

53. Once again I desire to record my appreciation for the consideration and
assistance received by myself and the Assistant Inspector from members of
fire brigade authorities and from firemasters, officers, men and women of fire
brigades.

I have the honour to be,
- Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

A. D. WILSON,
H. M. Inspector of Fire Services for Scotland.
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